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Welcome to the last newsletter of 2011. Once again starting with a clean sheet 3 months ago, 

there is plenty of news to fill the pages with some great contributions by fellow competitors and generous assistants, 
with some great photography from those terrific guys and gals that get out there in all weather and allow us to see the 
stories unfold. This would be a very boring newsletter without these guys …  
 

Eastern Creek 26th and 27th November 
A year ago and a year to go – that’s the Tasman revival – well this meeting is definitely the in-between one.   A pretty good turnout 
of single seaters too, 27 in all over the weekend in our races consisting of 12 Group O, 12 Group M (including 8 Formula Juniors) and 
4 Group L cars who we were privileged to have with us as their numbers didn’t warrant a grid of their own. Missing were a couple of 
our regulars, Paul Hamilton had had a minor surgical procedure and the Doc told him no so the Elfin 600 was missing and the 
Brabham BT23 that went so well in Damon Hancock’s hands developed an engine problem on final adjustments just before going 
into the trailer. 
 
Friday and Saturday morning were very wet, in fact Sydney is experiencing its coldest and wettest late spring early summer period in 
40 years. As the cars assembled on the dummy grid, the rain stopped and by the time the gate opened we had a promise of a dry 
line at the end of the session, and indeed the promise came true, well a sort of dry line anyway. With the rather chilly conditions not 
much heat could be generated in the tyres so it was still a case of tipsy-toe with the most experienced guys showing that you don’t 
need raw horsepower when the conditions are like this. 
 
Before getting into a description of the qualifying and the racing, mention has to be made of 2 cars on debuts at the Creek, and one 
on debut into Historic Racing. These are both owned by Melbournian Peter Strauss who is normally seen in his Brabham BT6 
Formula Junior – but Peter decided to move up in the horsepower stakes and brought along his ex (Sir) Jack Brabham, Brabham BT31 
Repco 2.5 AND his ex Bib Stillwell Brabham BT11A Climax 2.5 raced also by Frank Gardner and Jackie Stewart. The BT11A has been 
rebuilt in relatively short time by the Larners’ and both cars are looked after by them. The 11A is absolutely stunning in every respect 
and young Jamie Larner was given the task of driving it for the weekend. That the car had only done a dozen laps at Calder before 
the trip to Sydney where you will read it went on the win the Jack Brabham trophy for Group M racing is testament to just what a 
fabulous car this is and how meticulous the restoration has been.  

 
Peter Schell captures the beautiful Brabhams of Peter Strauss. Jamie Larner in the BT11a Climax and Peter himself in the BT31 Repco V8 
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Experience sure counted more than grunt as young Tom Tweedie showed when he put the very desirable Lola T60 on the front row 
of the grid alongside Richard Carter in the Elfin Mono twincam. The Lola is powered by a diminutive 998cc Cosworth SCA engine 
coupled to a 6 speed gearbox, which Tom has mastered to get the best out of such a small engine. As mentioned in previous 
newsletters, Tom in his spare time drives a V8 Supercar and was fresh from Sandown where he had a top ten finish in the Fujitsu 
races and the weekend after our Eastern Creek meeting will be driving it again at the Sydney Olympic Park venue. These two guys 
were the only ones to do a sub – 2 minute lap. Next was Laurie Bennett who has a wealth of experience in all sorts of cars on tacks 
all over the world, bringing along his trusty Elfin 600 twincam for this meeting, Laurie just missed out on a sub- 2minute time by 0.2 
secs. Next was Peter Barclay in the Brabham BT21A twincam. Making up the 3rd row was the first of the Group M cars, Jamie Larner 
in that most beautiful Brabham BT11a Climax from another Group M competitor, Simon Pymble in the Formula Junior BT6. 4 th row 
was Peter Strauss in his Brabham BT31 Repco V8 alongside David Kent in his Brabham BT29 twincam. 5th row was Les Wright in the 
Brabham BT21 Buick and  Ed Holly in his Brabham BT6 twincam. 6th row was Don Thallon in the MRC Lotus 22 Formula Junior 
alongside Victoria Le Gallais in her F3 Brabham BT15 MAE. 7th row consisted of Maurice Blackwood in a Lotus 20 FJ and Geoff Varey 
in the Team Shustring Gryphon. Next row was Graham Brown in the Brabham BT2 FJ in company with Dale Harvey in the Proton. 
 

 
Steve Koen photo of Henry Walker in the Nalla, Richard Longes in the Brabham BT14 and Geoff Varey in the Gryphon on a drying track. 

9th row was soon the be Brabham mounted Wayne Wilson in the Rennmax pushrod Ford and John Medley in the Nota BMC FJ car 
that John has owned and raced very hard for many years. 10th row was Robert Buckley in the 1969 Golford Special and Kim Shearn, 
who was having a spot of engine bother in the normally well up the grid, Lotus 18. 11th row was Richard Longes in his Brabham BT14 
twincam, and Henry Walker in the wonderfully complex Nalla Holden that normally is invited into Group L. Bringing up the rear of 
the field as far as qualifying went was David Reid with the Group L Faux Pas that blitzed the entire field including 2 Maserati 250Fs at 
Phillip Island earlier this year, unfortunately the 1959 Faux Pas wasn’t behaving itself this time. Missing from qualifying results were 
Geoff Fry in the Jolus who had continuing engine problems, Dick Willis in the Group L Mildren Cooper and Aaron Lewis in the Eagle 
Indy car, which just like it did in 1966 at Indy consumes copious amounts of methanol – which is cheaper than unleaded ! and Ray 
Stubber in the Brabham BT29. 
 
Race 1 – race 1 was to have been the 2

nd
 last event of the day, race no.9, however due to a serious incident in race 5 when an EH 

Holden went off the track at turn 2 and hit a Mini which was stationary and with its driver out of the car, all further competition was 
cancelled for the day. Steve Pitman was the driver injured. Steve is recovering slowly after suffering quite a number of serious 
injuries.  
 
Race 2. This was our main race of the meeting – for the annual Group M - Jack Brabham and Group O-  Leo Geoghegan trophies. Due 
to the cancellation of our race Saturday, the race distance was increased from 5 to 7 laps. The field got away to a good start in 
perfect conditions, fine and cool. On the run around Corporate Hill the Brabham Buick of Les Wright was making a passing maneuver 
on David Kent and Tom Tweedie when the car started to spin. With nowhere to go young Tom, in the Lola F2 car, hit the Brabham in 
the nose area catapulting it backwards to just clip David Kent’s Brabham BT29, just as it looked like he was about to clear the now 
backwards travelling blue Brabham. Thankfully the following cars were able to thread their way through the accident area and the 
inevitable red-flag went out a little while later. The remaining cars were guided into pit row and after a 10 minute delay were off 
again for a restart minus the 2 cars involved. Word filtered down the waiting cars that the race was now for 4 laps and that we had 
to regrid ourselves into the original positions.  With a fill-up grid this meant Laurie Bennett inherited a spot on the front row. Peter 



 
The moment of impact captured by Paul Lewis, David Kent’s BT29 is off the ground on its right side, 

Tom  Tweedie has the nose of the Lola against the nose of the BT21, Strauss and Holly see the action for the first time. 

 
Barclay had last minute technical problems and was missing, so Jamie Larner in the BT11a 2.5 lined up alongside Simon Pymble in 
the BT6 Formula Junior and so forth down the grid. At the flag drop, or rather the lights going out, Laurie Bennett got away to a 
blinder and was soon leading Richard Carter. Peter Strauss had the BT31 up past Jamie who came around in 4th spot on the first lap. 
Ray Stubber all the way from Western Australia in his Brabham BT29, and who has a lot less laps at the Creek than most of us, was 
coming through from the rear of the field very quickly and soon took the BT11a to settle into 4th. Another mover from the rear of the 
grid was Aaron Lewis in the Indy Eagle who was close behind Stubber and took 5th in the closing stages from the BT11a, the lead 
Group M car. 2nd in the Group M Group, Ed Holly ran a consistent 7th throughout the race, after both Stubber and Lewis passed the 
BT6 twincam on the first lap. Simon Pymble managed to hang on to Holly for a lap, but then pulled out of the race, handing 8th to 
Don Thallon in the MRC Lotus FJ, but only for another lap, as Wayne Wilson in the Rennmax was coming through the field. 
Meanwhile Richard Carter had reversed the tables on Laurie Bennett to inherit the lead on lap2 which Richard hung on to by th e 
barest of margins eating Laurie across the line by 0.2 seconds.  

 
This was about as far apart as Richard Carter and Laurie Bennett were all weekend – a Steve Koen photo. 

Dale Harvey in the F2 Proton managed to climb as high as 8
th

 before succumbing first to Wilson then to Victoria Le Gallais in the 
Brabham BT15 F3 car, Dale finishing in 11

th
 spot. Victoria had started from 8

th
 but after the first lap, was relegated to 12

th
 then 

steadily climbed her way to finish a very creditable 10th and 2nd in the FJ / F3 division. Lead car in Group L was next and Dick Willis in 
the 1959 Mildren Cooper was down into the 56’s and had a bit of a lonely race. Next was Graham Brown in his blue very early 
Brabham BT2 followed by Richard Longes in his green and red Brabham BT14. Next was Maurice Blackwood in the Lotus 20, David 



Reid in the Faux Pas, Mike Gosbell Cooper Type 52. Henry Walker in the Nalla, and Robert Buckley in the 1969 Golford Special. The 
DNF’s were Geoff Varey in the Gryphon and Simon Pymble in the BT6. And of course Tom Tweedie Lola, David Kent Brabham and Les  
Wright Brabham. 
 
So after a frantic 4 lap race the annual trophies were presented at the Lunchtime break in the Hinxman room by immediate past 
President Bruce Richardson with the help of the trophy donators if they were available. The Group O - Leo Geoghegan trophy - was 
won last year by John Smith in the Dawson-Damer Lotus 49 – and this year by Richard Carter in the Elin Mono twincam. The Group 
M – Jack Brabham trophy- was won last year by Ed Holly in the Brabham BT6 twincam – and this year by Jamie Larner in the Peter 
Strauss Brabham BT11a. Last year’s trophies of course were awarded after the Tasman Revival race. It was fabulous to see a 2.5 car 
win the Jack Brabham trophy as these were definitely the cars to beat in the Group M era and we are very fortunate that Peter  
Strauss now has one of these that he has the Larner’s prepare it and young Jamie to drive it. It would be terrific to see it here for the 
Tasman Revival race in 12 months time. 

 
A surprised looking Jamie Larner is awarded the Jack Brabham 
Trophy for Group M racing 

 
A satisfied looking Richard Carter is awarded the Leo Geoghegan 
trophy for Group O racing. 

Race 3 - A 6 lap journey making a total of just 16 laps for the weekend including practice. Once again quite a few fast cars were off 
the back of the grid due to the damp qualifying the day before. The race for 1st place was intense, Laurie Bennett determined to 
show Richard Carter in the Mono that the later Elfin, the 600 was a worthy successor. For the first lap Laurie managed to lead the 
older car by about a second, but on the 2nd lap the older car was right beside, Richard using the excellent low drag Mono shape to 
good advantage down the straight and squeezed past. Meanwhile Aaron Lewis was moving swiftly through the pack, cautiously 
threading his way for the first 2 laps then settling down to some quick and consistent lap times in the high 40s and low 41’s to take  
3rd spot on the last lap from Peter Barclay in the Brabham BT21A who had found and removed the offending gremlin. Peter Strauss 

managed to hold out his BT11a for 2 laps till Jamie 
made the move on lap 3. These two then enjoying 
each other’s company for the remainder of the race 
to finish a coat of paint apart with Jamie eclipsing 
the Boss by just 7 thousands of a second ! Next was 
Ray Stubber, who would have rather had a few 
more laps in the dry, nevertheless Ray got down 
into the very low 43s on the weekend a very good 
time for someone who is relatively new to the 
Eastern Creek layout. In what will be his last drive 
for a while in his trusty Rennmax BN2, Wayne 
Wilson past Ed Holly on lap 2 and then slowly drew 
away. Or at least until the last lap, when Wayne   

Aaron Lewis in the very powerful Eagle Indy car – Peter Schell photo. 



tantalizingly slowed on the run to the 
flag, allowing Holly to be just 0.3 
seconds behind. Wayne has 
campaigned this Rennmax for many 
years, being his first foray into racing, 
and he has always kept it on the 
island and the car has  
always been immaculately turned out, 
first with Herb Neal’s care and more 
recently with David Kent’s help. Next 
was Victoria Le Gallais in a giant killing 
exercise with Dick Willis in the 
Mildren Cooper. Victoria and Dick 
were swapping places the whole race, 
Victoria in front on the first lap, then 
Don Thallon got into the gig for a couple of laps, then Dick got past both then on the last lap Victoria squeezed past Dick to lead him 
across the line by less than a half second. The pace was too much for Don who dropped out soon after to DNF along with Graham 
Brown, both Don and Graham being Queenslanders. First to finish a lap down was Dale Harvey, then Maurice Blackwood , Henry 
Walker and Robert Buckley. But in the end Laurie managed a very slender lead over Richard, the newer car, the 600, indeed 
succeeding in showing the older car the Mono, the way home by just 1/100

th
 sec. 

 
Meanwhile a few M and O guys were moonlighting in Group S as co-drivers in the annual long distance 25 lap race, this year split 
into 2 races, one for Sa and Sb the other dedicated to Sc. These were John Smith in the Sc race with David Withers in a Porsche 911 
and in the Sa/Sb race Richard Carter in Peter Jackson’s Austin Healey 3000, Noel Bryen in a TR3 with Wes Dayton, Bruce Mansell in 
his trusty “Lurch” a Lotus Elite with John Lenne, Tony Dorrell with wife Judith in a Bugeye Sprite, Ed Holly in an MGA with Richard 
Rose, and Don Thallon was jumping from Lotus MRC 22 1100cc to a Chev Corvette with 5400cc !  …. In the SA/Sb race, Don Thallon 
finished 2nd outright and Richard Carter 3rd. Of the 41 cars only the top 5 finished on the lead lap. Whilst in the Sc race Smithy 
finished 5th. 
 

 
All the way from Western Australia, Paul Stubber had 2 cars at the Creek, this very quick Brabham BT29 along with a March 81C  

And so our main meeting of the year came to a close. There was certainly good support from the M and O guys at this non Tasman 
meeting. In closing, one has to ponder that the Group S cars managed around 50 laps when taking into account there had to be 2 
driver qualifyings for the separate drivers whilst as stated above our Group only got 16 – less for the slower cars. That competitors 
have travelled long distances, such as Ray Stubber (WA), Don Thallon, Garham Brown, and Robert Buckley (Qld) Laurie Bennett,  
Peter Strauss, the Peter and Jamie Larner, Kim Shearn (Vic) to only get a small number of laps in comparison to Group S, is 
something I am sure the HSRCA is well aware of and will endeavor to make amends somehow. 

 
Some more photos from the weekend …. 
 

 

 
   Wayne Wilson in the Rennmax BN2 – Wayne was seen trying to square off 
               with Bobby Britton during the weekend.   Peter Schell photo 



  

 
 

  

 
 

 

  
Clockwise from top left - Graham Brown BT2 SK – Robert Buckley Golford Spl PS – Victoria Le Gallais BT15 & Dick Willis Mildren Cooper PS – 

David Kent BT29 & Wayne Wilson Rennmax BN2 PS –– Tom Tweedie Lola T60 SK – No comment  SK -Ed Holly MGA & Bruce Mansell Lotus 

Elite PS – Simon Pymble BT2 PS – Ron Tauranac and Bob Britton .. a meeting of great minds SK – Mike Gosbell Cooper – SK   Note:- 

SK is a Steve Koen photo and PS is a Peter Schell photo.  



  

 
 

 
 

  

  

Clockwise from top left – Kim Shearn Lotus 18 SK – Peter Barclay BT21A SK – Maurice Blackwood Lotus 20 & Don Thallon MRC Lotus 22 PS – 
Race 2 turn 2 Holly BT6 leads (but not for long) Peter Strauss BT31 and Paul Stubber BT29, Simon Pymble getting out of the way in the BT6 Junior 

PS – avoidance turn 8 PL – Don Thallon MRC Lotus 22 PS – 3 very quick cars in a row, Peter Strauss BT31, Aaron Lewis Eagle Indy, Paul Stubber 

BT29 PS – photo in sequence before one next to it PL – the start of the Trophy race, note Tom Tweedie on front row with a 997cc car  PL – Tom 

Tweedie with a bit of oversteer SK       Note:- SK is a Steve Koen photo PL is a Paul Lewis photo and PS is a Peter Schell photo. 



HISTORIC SANDOWN – RETURN OF THUNDER 
Photos here are all courtesy of Jim Jones …. Email Jim at ….  jimazz@optusnet.com.au 

 
23 cars presented to qualify on a dry track 
Saturday morning, 
               4 M racing 
               2 M sports 
               11 O racing 
                2 O sports 
                1 P racing  
                2 Q sports. 
 
__________________________________ 
Pos Car  Competitor/Team                Driver                   
Vehicle              Cap   CL   Laps   Fastest...Lap        Gap* 
1     8                                             Richard Carter           Elfin Mono           1600  D      10     3 1:17.1260*  
2    38  Penrite Oil Company /         Keith Simpson            Brabham BT16         1598  D      10     5 1:17.6609  0:00.5349 
3    53                                        Laurie Bennett           Elfin 600B           1600  D       5     3 1:18.1954  0:01.0694 
4    12                                               Peter Barclay            Brabham BT 21A       1598  D       7     4 1:20.4513  0:03.3253 
5    26                                             Peter Strauss            Brabham BT31         2500  E       6     6 1:20.4889  0:03.3629 
6    22  Drive Safe Australia              Andrew Goldie            Elfin 600B           1598  D       7     3 1:20.6598  0:03.5338 
7    63                                                  Bob Cracknell            Elfin 600B           1600  D      10     4 1:20.7439  0:03.6179 
8    29                                                  Jim Foulis               Rennmax BN6          1998  D       9     7 1:24.2682  0:07.1422 
9    92                                                  Don Thallon              Cooper Climax T53    2700  B       9     6 1:24.4968  0:07.3708 
10   21                                                James Crozier            Royale RP21          1600  D       9     5 1:24.6933  0:07.5673 
11    5                                                 Tim Kuchel               Brabham BT18         1598  D       9     5 1:25.2702  0:08.1442 
12   83  Jim                                        Geoff Burton             Brabham BT29         1598  G       9     9 1:25.9875  0:08.8615 
13   81                                                Kim Shearn               Lotus 18 FJ          1089  A       9     6 1:27.9848  0:10.8588 
14   18  Philip                                    Stephen Moody            Lotus  FJ 18         1098  A       9     3 1:29.5300  0:12.4040 
15    2  Anna                                      Michael Russo            Brabham BT21C        1600  D       9     9 1:30.2641  0:13.1381 
16   77                                                Robert Kilpatrick        Welson Clubman       1600  D       3     2 1:31.4308  0:14.3048 
17   25  HSRCA                                  Herb Neal                Nealford Mk2         1600  D       7     4 1:32.1404  0:15.0144 
18   17                                                Richard Nitschke         Elfin Catalina       1498  A       9     2 1:32.1788  0:15.0528 
19   15  Graeme                                Geoff Wright             Elfin Mallala        1500  C       9     9 1:32.5608  0:15.4348 
20   24                                                Geoff Varey              Gryphon 2            1498  D       8     8 1:32.8177  0:15.6917 
21   66                                                Trevor Booth             Nota Sunbeam         1500  F       8     6 1:33.3590  0:16.2330 
22   32                                                Tony Burrage             Rennmax 23B          1598  C       5     3 1:33.9313  0:16.8053 
23   61  Michael                                John Evans               Lotus Super 7 S2     1500  F       6     2 1:35.9961  0:18.8701 
  
What a pity less than 1/3 sports cars and only 6 group M cars, perhaps something to do with tyres. 

 
Qualifying saw O racing dominate 
and only 1 sports car Jim Foulis 
Rennmax BN6 in the top 15. Best 
times by group,            
O racing Richard Carter     1.17.1 
Q sports Jim Foulis             1.24.2 
  M racing Don Thallon        1.24.4 
   P racing Geoff Burton        1.25.9 
   M sports Geoff Wright       1.32.5 
   O sports Trevor Booth        
1.33.3 
 
 
RACE 1 
Richard Carter won in his Elfin 

 
Richard Carter setting pole position in the Elfin Mono 

 
Mike Rosso in the Brabham BT21C just ahead of Kim Shearn, fresh from the UK and Europe in the 

Lotus 18 



Mono 1.18.7 followed by 
Laurie Bennett in his Elfin 
600B and Peter Strauss in his 
Brabham BT31.Richard and 
Laurie were 3/10s apart 
across the line.Followed by 
Don Thallon Cooper Climax 
T53 first M racing Jim Foulis 
Rennmax BN6 first Q sports 
Tony Burrage Rennmax 23B 
first M sports and Trevor 
Booth Nota Sunbeam first O 
sports. 
4 cars failed to finish 
Cracknell,Simpson,Evans and 

Kilpatrick. 
 
 
RACE 2  
Sunday morning ,another nice day. 
19 cars started and Peter Strauss in his very nice 
Brabham won 1.18.4 followed by Laurie Bennett 
and Andrew Goldie in his Elfin 600B third.These 
three 1.3s apart across the line. 
Again followed by Thallon first M racing Foulis 
first Q sports Geoff Burton in the McConville 
Brabham BT29 first P racing Burrage first M 
sports and John Evans in his Lotus Super 7 first 
O sports. 
4 cars failed to finish Neal Carter Russo and 
Varey 
 
 

RACE 3 
17 cars started and Richard Carter got 
going with a best lap of 1.15,won ahead 
of Laurie Bennett and Andrew Goldie, 
these three 7/10s apart across the 
line.Followed by first in group 
Thallon,Burton,Foulis Burrage and 
Evans. 
Only Kim Shearn in his Lotus FJ failed to 
finish. 
 
Having raced my group M sports car the 
Stirling every year for the past 27 years 
around Australia, at the start a race for 

group M sports cars only, it saddens me to see real historic car numbers dwindling.What is happening? 
I would like to hear from owners why we are not seeing them at the great events available, 
Phillip Island,Eastern Creek and Sandown to name a few. 
 
Rod Anderson    VHRR M & O Rep. 
rodcga@gmail.com        0419311914. 

 
Richard Nitschke in his Elfin in front of Herb Neal in the Nealford Mk2 

 
Peter Barclay in his Brabham BT21C on his way to a win in race 2 

 
Peter Strauss Brabham BT31 leading Andrew Goldie in the ex Richard Carter Elfin 600 

mailto:rodcga@gmail.com


A few more photos from Jim of Sandown  
 
 

  

  

  

  
 
Photos:-  From top left .. Bob Cracknell, Historic Commission Chairman, Elfin 600, Geoff Varey Team Shustring Gryphon Mk2, Herb 
Neal Nealford Mk3, Richard Nitschke Elfin Catalina, Kim Shearn demonstrating some UK learnt sideways action in the recently 
returned Lotus 18, Don Thallon in the Cooper Climax T53, Kim Kurchel in the Brabham BT18 and Stephen Moody in the immaculate 
Lotus 18. 

 
 
 



34TH QUEENSLAND HISTORIC – MORGAN PARK, WARWICK 
30/31 July 2011 
 
Somehow this report escaped being included in the last Newsletter, apologies to Don Thallon who sent this for us to read back in August. 

 
Queensland Historic Clubs started organising and promoting historic race meetings at Lakeside in 1978.  The first was organized by the Historic 

Racing Register Qld, with the assistance of the MGCCQ.  Lakeside was used for the first 20 years, then we raced at QR until the current lessee made 

it impossible for the HRCCQ (an amalgamation of the HRRQ and Appendix J Association of Qld) to hold meetings there.  Since then (about 10 

years) we’ve been going to Warwick for our major meeting of the year, this being our 34th  Qld Historic. 

 
Don Thallon in the MRC Lotus 22 leading a pack down through the new section of track. 

Warwick is a country City with good facilities, 2 hours drive west of Brisbane on the south eastern edge of the Darling Downs.  Morgan Park is 

Council owned (donated) land comprising polo fields, equestrian centre, drag strip, gun club, trail bike and motor racing circuit.  A credit to the City, 

and in particular to Bill Campbell, a local builder who is the leading light of the W&DSCC, developers and lessees of the circuit.  This was our first 
major meeting on the extended 3klm course. 

 

Our Group M cars which mainly comprised Formula Juniors were thin in numbers.  Only 8 cars entered (6 FJs).  This was the 4 th round of the FJ 

Championship.  We were gridded with Formula Fords all weekend – the best the club could manage due to the low numbers of Group M and diverse 
nature of the groups competing.  The Group O cars were gridded with Q & R.     

 

The FFs were faster than our Group M cars and generally occupied the top 10 places.  In actual fact we had two races in one.  Our cars were closely 

matched, lapping around 5 seconds of each other, and some reasonable racing resulted.  All qualifying took place on Saturday morning after 
testing/private practice on Friday.  Saturday pm and Sunday am saw 2 races for each group in total.  Sunday afternoon was taken up with feature 

races for all entrants.   

 
Peter Boel Lola Mk5a leading Richard Nitschke’s Elfin Catalina. 

Our first race on Saturday had Don Thallon (MRC 22) and Graham Brown (Brabham BT2) mixing it with the slower Formula Fords in 10th and 14th 
positions.  Then came Victoria LeGallais in the ex Holly Brabham BT15 F3, David Reid (Cooper T59), Richard Nitschke (Elfin Catalina), Robert 



Buckley (Golford), Michael Goodfellow (Talisman) and Allan Conway (Gemini Mk 3A).  Good to see Allan back behind the wheel after a short lay 

off with a “works driver”.   

 
Mike Goddfellow in the Talisman leading the chief photographer’s husband Alan Conway in the Gemini Mk3a  

The other 2 races for our cars followed a similar result format with a few place changes here and there.  David Reid gave Thallon a hurry up in the 

last race.  Good to see the Reid car/driver combination finally firing strongly.  Brownie kept his car on the island this meeting and obviously enjoyed 
himself a lot more, although he failed to finish the last race (mechanical problems?).  Victoria can’t get enough track time and enters everything she 

can.  She was the only Group M starter in the Racing Car Feature Race on Sunday afternoon.  This was for the fastest racing cars and was won by a 

Group R Ralt RT4 (Chris Farrell), circulating some 16 seconds a lap faster than Victoria who nevertheless set the fastest Group M lap time of the 

weekend at 1:32.2.  Some of the Formula Juniors were not eligible to start in this race due to the 130% rule so we all decided to sit this one out.   
 

Everyone enjoyed the weekend, and if you haven’t been to Morgan Park yet, do yourself a favour and enjoy a friendly meeting in a relaxed country 

setting – not unlike Wakefield Park.   

 
A few comments from Allan Conway, who’s wife Colleen, kindly supplied all the photos here … thank you Colleen … 

 
Except for the FJ’s (who were well represented) M & O cars were pretty scarce. Although there were a couple running in Regularity and Stephen 

Fryer (only M & O Sports entered) did fairly well in the O, Q & R Sports races. He actually finished 3rd in the feature race. Mike Goodfellow and I 

enjoyed our weekend. We were this close for most of the weekend, until Mike hit what must have been the toughest witches hat ever made and bent 

both trailing arms! 

 
Victoria Le Gallais with Peter’s clutch in the BT15 – leading David Reid in the Cooper Type 59 

David Reid and Victoria LeGallais were also very close during most of the events – Victoria running with Peter Barclay’s clutch after her clutch and 

his timing chain failed on Friday!  The photo of Don leading the field is down through the very fast left and right kinks in the new section of the 

track. Great photo spot except for all of the equipment left in the background. 

 



2012 Tasman Revival update. 
 

With less than a year to go, the committee is well into planning the fourth Tasman Revival meeting.  If the first event was a 
toe in the water, the second allowed lessons learned to be tried, the third to get (most of) it right, then the fourth one 
should be a great event.  Certainly the profile of the Tasman has expanded overseas with numerous enquiries having 
been received and there have been enthusiastic responses 
to invitations.   
 
For all this overseas interest, the Tasman Revival is a very 
Australian event, celebrating what many consider the golden 
age of motor sport in this country.  The Revival aims to 
recreate that era as much as possible by bringing together 
large fields of local cars, particularly what we now call 
Groups M and O, to mix it with the crème of cars that now 
reside overseas.   
 
The three Tasman Revivals so far have lead to an increase 
in interest in M and O cars, more cars being imported and 
some of the largest grids ever seen in Australia. 
 
Patron of the 2012 meeting will be one of Australia’s 
greatest ever drivers and constructors, Frank Matich AM.  It 
is well known that he had a long and successful involvement 
in Australian motor sport in a number of categories including 
of course open wheelers of the 1960s.  It is an honour to 
have Frank on board and he is delighted to be our patron.  
 
The 2012 Tasman Revival will be held in November and 
entry forms will be sent out about mid-year.  From the word 
around the circuits, particularly from the registrars of certain 
categories, there will be full grids with reserves waiting (and 
hoping) in the wings.   
 
We look forward to welcoming Group M and O competitors 
to the fourth Tasman Revival. 
 
Stephen Knox 

Chairman, 2012 Tasman Revival Committee 

 

 
One of the star cars at the 2008 and 2010 Tasman Revivals – Graham Adelman from the USA    

  in the best sounding racing car ever – the BRM P126/01 

 



Goodwood Revival 2011 – Glover Trophy Race 

Of interest to Australian readers as this is the car purchased by John Bowers at the Bonhams and Goodmans auction a few years ago. John is an 
Aussie but chooses to leave the car in the UK where you can see below it is having a wonderful time. The car is looked after by Classic Team Lotus 

which of course is run under the leadership of Clive Chapman.The Glover Trophy race is one of the most prestigious races on the Historic Racing 

calendar in the UK. 

The Glover Trophy race at the 2011 Goodwood Revival was held 16-18 September at the Goodwood Motor Circuit in West Sussex, England.

 

The 2011 Glover Trophy race featured 1.5-litre Formula One and Tasman cars of a type that raced between 1961 and 1965. These cigar-like racers 

are synonymous with the important F1 meetings in Goodwood’s latter years, and the selection of cars taking part focused on genuine F1 cars using 
fabulous-sounding V8 engines, making the race as noisy and exciting as ever. 

Andy Middlehurst dominated the Glover Trophy race at the 2011 Goodwood Revival aboard his ex-Jim Clark Lotus 25. The former works Nissan 

BTCC driver never put a wheel wrong in tricky conditions as he streaked into the lead from the front row and proceeded to reel off hot laps of 

metronymic consistency. By the end of the first lap he was in front by 7.3-seconds and a staggering 30-seconds ahead at half-distance. 

The battle for second place was far less clear cut. Paul Drayson, veteran challenger Alan Baillie, Dan Collins, Mark Piercy and Sid Hoole ran 

together in a five-car train, with Drayson eventually making a break for it to make it a Lotus one-two. Collins understeered into the gravel trap at 

Lavant corner in the dying stages which allowed Baillie to eek out a slender gap to his pursuers to take third spot at the flag. 

Goodwood Revival 2011 – Glover Trophy Race Results 

1.Andy Middlehurst, Lotus-Climax 25 (fastest lap 1:52.255,76.96 mph) 

2. Paul Drayson, Lotus-BRM 24 
3. Alan Baillie, Cooper-Ford T71/73 

4. Sid Hoole, Cooper-Climax T66 

5. Mark Piercy, Lola-Climax Mk IV 

Below :- from the Classic Team Lotus website   http://www.classicteamlotus.co.uk/ 

The Goodwood Revival was a fantastic event, as ever. Memories of Jim Clark’s 

prodigious talent were stirred by a dominant performance in the wet by Andy 

Middlehurst racing away in the John Bowers owned type 25/R4 to win the prestigious 
Glover Trophy race at the Goodwood Revival on Sunday.  

John Bowers watched from the pit wall together with Bob Dance, a former Lotus mechanic of Jimmy’s, who had prepared the famous 1963 World 

Championship winning car, which started from pole position.  

We were pleased to be running five cars for our owners at this most prestigious historic race meeting on the calendar. Nick Fennell raced his type 
25/R5 to 15th place behind Andy. Dan Collins was challenging for a third place podium finish when the wet conditions caught him out; a great 

shame.  

 

http://www.classicteamlotus.co.uk/


Special Motorsports Event - Vintage Lotus Race Car Donated To America's Car Museum 

 
Of interest to Australian enthusiasts, the Dimmer family have donated the Lotus 35 brought out by them along with Tyrell 004 to our  

2006 Tasman Revival. The Dimmer’s have promised to return sometime in the future. 

 
A Peter Schell photo of Carolyn Dimmer at the inaugural Tasman Revival. 

TACOMA, Nov. 14, 2011: LeMay – America’s Car Museum (ACM) has added a 1965 Lotus 35 Climax powered Tasman Series/Formula 2 race car 
to its extensive vehicle collection, thanks to a donation by John and Marilyn Dimmer.  

ACM, set to hold its grand opening in June 2012, took delivery of the race car in time to show it off during their “Hard Hat & High Heels” gala Sept. 

24 at the Museum site, with the British racing green car positioned near the entrance of the building. 

“The Lotus 35 is symbolic of the various types of cars visitors will see when they come to the Museum,” said Dominic Dobson, chief development 

officer for ACM and a former racer who competed in the Indianapolis 500 seven times. “With our grand opening coming next year, we’ve seen an 

increase in vehicle donations ranging from the Lotus race car to the Museum’s 1930 Duesenberg.”  

The Lotus 35, of which just 22 were built, was designed to be a multi-purpose car, capable of competing in Formula 2, Formula 3 or the Tasman Cup 

Series. This particular Lotus 35 was a European Formula 2 race car in the 1965 and 1966 seasons (chassis number 35 F18) and was run with a 1-liter 

Cosworth engine. In 1967, the car was upgraded to 2.5-liter Tasman specifications for racing in Australia and New Zealand with a Coventry Climax 

FPF engine. The power plant was later replaced with a Ford 289 V8 engine. 

Brought back to the States, 35 F 18 was outfitted with a 4.7 Ford Cobra V-8 engine for a Formula A event at Willow Springs (Calif.) March 9, 1968 

and won its class with Vernon Shields at the wheel. 

John C. Dimmer, a Tacoma native and an ACM Board member, restored the car to its Tasman specifications in 1990. His son and daughter, John and 
Carolyn, have competed the 35 in numerous vintage racing events including the Tasman Revival in Australia and the Goodwood Circuit Revival 

Meeting in England. 

“We enjoyed competing with this car for many years, but now it’s time to let others enjoy it. America’s Car Museum is the perfect venue to show this 
car,” said Mr. Dimmer. “Lotus was on top of the racing world in the 1960’s and this car is a beautiful representation of a classic racing era. I’m 

delighted it will be on display in America’s Car Museum.” 

The four-level, 165,000-square foot ACM will officially open Saturday, June 2, 2012 and will be home to 500 cars, exhibits and more. ACM 

anticipates more than 425,000 visitors will tour the facility annually. 

http://www.theautochannel.com/news/2011/11/14/014441-special-motorsports-event-vintage-lotus-race-car-donated-to-america.html
http://www.theautochannel.com/news/2011/11/14/014441-special-motorsports-event-vintage-lotus-race-car-donated-to-america.html
http://www.theautochannel.com/news/2011/11/14/014441-special-motorsports-event-vintage-lotus-race-car-donated-to-america.html
http://www.theautochannel.com/news/2011/11/14/014441-special-motorsports-event-vintage-lotus-race-car-donated-to-america.html
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Pit Gossip 

At the 2010 Tasman Revival, Englishman, David Methley drove Roger Ealand’s Lotus 18.  After having never seen Eastern Creek, David qualified 

4th overall and ended up running in the top 3 Formula Junior division all weekend, winning the last very wet feature race in this category by a country 

mile from Simon Pymble. David obviously doesn’t need superior machinery to do extremely well, however this is exactly what he now has. In the 

last newsletter there was a photo of Bob Birrell coming to grief at Goodwood from what appears to be a foreign object deflating a tyre. The damage 
to Bob’s BT6 was quite substantial and as he has had 13 seasons in the car he thought he would pass it on to David. Bob will concentrate now on his 

Lola Mk2, which there is every chance we will see it at the 2012 Tasman event. Photo left below is of Bob after hitting the wall and right the 

gorgeous Lola Mk2. 

  

Want to see the Eastern Creek layout from our vantage point, go to http://www.hsrca.com/2011/08/historic-racing-brabham-bt21c/ and take a couple 
of laps from the camera on my blue Brabham BT21C. Howard Blight slips by in the Elfin 300 supercharged twincam, a very pretty car that make a 

great hole in the air letting the BT21C back passed next time down the straight. Oh and if you do look at the bit of video, watch the rear view mirror 

for the Matich SR3. 

How many people noticed the Datsun 2000 No.11 sharing the track with the M 

& O qualifiers? Sure got the attention of those on the track. When I first seen 

it coming onto the straight I looked across to the flaggies and pointed, they 

were a great help, they just shrugged their shoulders with hands pointed 
upwards in the air. This Steve Koen photo captures a moment with Dale 

Harvey in the Proton following. I can say that it did stuff up the last couple of 

drying track laps for at least one competitor when they weren’t prepared to 

pass it at turn 1, not knowing why it was there. In fact it turned out to be a car 
and driver in his first event in regularity. First impressions of all who seen it 

were the same “ hell I’ve missed the chequered flag” and they’ve let the next 

group out – well for a millisecond anyway.  

Speaking of the Proton, ever noticed how Errol Richardson, who looks after Peter Barclay and Victoria Le Gallais’ cars along with Paul Hamilton get 

a bit misty eyed around the car – Errol built the Proton and it was Paul’s first single seater racing car in the 1960s. I think Paul would agree it looks 

sensational these days. 

Andrew Gifford of WA has reluctantly decided to sell his 1967 GWG  special. This 
car was built based on a Brabham BT18 chassis design and has a high hp 1600 Kent 

Ford engine with a Hewland 5 speed gearbox. At the last Tasman Revival Andrew got 

down to a 1:48, but this is obviously not Andrew’s home track. Wanneroo’s lap time 

is 1:02. Andrew is asking $38,500 ono and can be contacted on 0419 925785 or 

Andrew@warm.org.au     To see more information on the car refer to 
http://www.warm.org.au/  The GWG at the 2010 Tasman Revival photo by Peter 
Schell. 

 

Victoria has a different Club plate scheme to NSW. Some of us might even consider moving south of the border to access it … Vicroads have 
confirmed that the current price for renewals is $114.40 and includes the new 90 day log book etc.  Note - In February the price will increase to 

$126.50 including the new 90 day log book etc. Owners who only require a 45 day log book etc can pay, when renewing, only $64.50 for their annual 

permit But if a second book is required within the 12 month period it can be purchased by paying Vicroads another $62.00. A total equalling $126.50 

A better shake-proof washer. Gary Hancock of Gosford Bolts and Bearings (43 254216) has in stock the ultimate reuseable lock washer. These 
incorporate a two part system that has ramps inbetween the sections that means if something wants to come undone then it has to climb a ramp first. 

The system is by Nord-Lock and the website has a link that shows these washers to be far superior to anything else on the market. Give Gary a call 
for prices, they are not that expensive. Nord-Lock have a website which will be found at http://www.nord-lock.com/default.asp?url=51.16.37 

 

 

http://www.hsrca.com/2011/08/historic-racing-brabham-bt21c/
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Andrew Fellowes has purchased from the USA a works Formula Junior Lotus 
27. It appears that the car spent its works life at Lotus being sold off at the 
end of the season as so many of the “works” cars were. The car although 
needing a full restoration is in remarkably original condition beneath the 
surface. It is presently with David Kent who will commence work on it in the 
very near future. Lotus 27s are one of the trick cars of the Formula Junior era, 
Peter Arundell winning the last Formula Junior Championship by just 1 point 
from Brabham mounted Denny Hulme. With a monocoque chassis and 
inboard front suspension, they copied a lot of F1 thinking in their design. For 
us to have a Lotus 27 running in our Formula Junior ranks is a real coup and 
might just inspire some others to join the FJ brigade. 

 

In the previous report of Eastern Creek you will have seen that Peter Strauss debuted his Brabham BT11a with Jamie Larner at the wheel. Tone has 
to see this car to understand just how beautifully prepared it is by Peter and Jamie Larner at their Melbourne workshop. The car itself was 
purchased new by Bib Stillwell as an Intercontinental car and its first race was in 1965. Bib went on to win the CAMS Gold Star in this car after 
which it was sold to Alec Mildren Racing for Frank Gardner. It was later sold to Kerry Grant in New Zealand and during this time it was driven by 
Jackie Stewart in the 1966 Surfers Paradise Trophy race after being repainted in Scuderia Veloce colours. Peter is planning on sending the car to the 
UK for the next season, we only hope that it can make it back downunder for the next Tasman Revival race meeting. 

 
Absolutely stunning – Jamie Larner at speed in the Peter Strauss Brabham BT11a – Peter Schell photo 

Our Group M colleagues in Formula Junior have a great newsletter online – go to http://www.australianformulajunior.com/current.pdf for all the 
latest in gossip and news, and cars for sale. There is a terrific article written by Andrew Fellowes on his newly acquired Lotus 27 mentioned above. 

With the Tasman Revival mentioned previously, word is that there has been a great number of enquiries from overseas for the next event. A lot of 
Formula junior guys seem to want to make the trip, but there has also been a lot of enquiry about other cars with some wonderful histories. The 
organizers will be firming up the costings, although not a lot of changes are expected from the 2010 event in this regard, early in the new year. 
Then we will have a clearer idea of what and whom will be coming. Seems our colleagues in the northern hemisphere continue to realize what a 
playground we have out here when it all shuts down over there! 

One of the competitors was “pinged” at Eastern Creek for continuing past the turn 4 exit to do a full cool  down lap. This is an 
issue for our cars and the more we see our race officialdom coming from non-competitor ranks, the more they do not 
understand the special problems we face with our cars. Some of our engines cost more than a year’s salary and we must 
look after them, and the actions of race officials can and do cause us harm. I will be raising this matter at our next 
Registrar’s meeting. Even the Sandown officials have conceded that our cars DO need a cool down lap and will be granting 
this to our category at future events by the removing of 1 competition lap to achieve it. Maybe we settle for something 

similar – or are granted it when the temperature is over a pre-determined ambient reading. 

There has been quite some off the track discussion of driving standards since our Eastern Creek meeting. We have a Driving Standards Officer who 
has the respect of everyone that competes in Historic Motorsport and maybe the system failed him at this meeting. That said there are many ways 
of dealing with driving standards, from the USA based approach where any incident is harshly dealt with to the UK system where the competitors 
are expected to play hard. Australia has adopted a more middle approach to these overseas ways of doing things, and the role of DSO is a great 

 

 

http://www.australianformulajunior.com/current.pdf


way to handle this. Somehow officialdom needs to review the role of the DSO to make it have strength, otherwise the individual might feel that 
support is not being given and we will lose him. Remember at Warwick Farm any misdemeanor had consequences, ok that was 50 years ago, but so 
are our cars, and most of us.  Nough said. 

There is a great thread on the Nostalgia Forum (TNF) on the Autosport website that deals specifically with Australian motorsport photographs, you 
know the stuff you have lying in the drawer. Well why don’t you think about sharing it with the rest of us, it’s not too difficult, to get them on there, 
and there are a lot of us that will help you out to achieve that. Meantime go to to see the 154

th
 page of them – yes that’s right 154 pages of 

Australian Motorsport photographs from a lot of guys like you and me. 
http://forums.autosport.com/index.php?s=aedcd8b1e55959268673da950b7aaeff&showtopic=93148&st=6120&start=6120 
 

 Ross Hodgson usually drives an Elfin 600 with an Alfa 1600 engine 
in it and drove the Dawson-Damer Lotus 39 at the 2006 Tasman 
event. Alfa engines are said to make less hp than Ford twincams, 
well try to explain then why Ross is so quick in the car, which is in 
fact owned by David Medley. David is a long time competitor 
starting his racing career in a Clubman in the 1960s, and has been a 
great C of C for the HSRCA in the past as well as being on the 
Tasman and HSRCA committees in the role of treasurer. Well a few 
guys managed to convince David he needed another challenge and 
he is our new HSRCA President. The photo of David’s Elfin here was 
taken at the 2010 Tasman Revival by Peter Schell. 

The HSRCA is once again raffling tickets to the Goodwood Revival, why not take a book of 10 and sell them. It is a great way of furthering interest in 
our Tasman Revival, and raising some funds for it at the same time. Books or tickets can be obtained from Brian Caldersmith briantc@bigpond.com 

The prize is 2 premum economy return tickets Syd-Lon + 2 premium 
grandstand entry passes for 3 days + 7 nights accommodation + 7 day car hire 
value of $18,000 The tickets will be drawn at the 2012 running of the  

Did you know that the Natsoft  http://www.natsoft.com.au/cgi-
bin/results.cgi  results have 3 components . They of course have the results, 
but additionally they have individual lap times and a lap chart that has the 
order across the line each lap. Makes putting together a race report a lot 
easier. 

Expect something big for M and O at Wakefield Park 25/26 February.  Phillip Island it may not be – but at least we will get a run at this fabulous 
Club circuit, something you won’t get this year on the isle of the penquins.  One thought is to do our usual qualifying and a race Sat, followed by 
our 2 races Sunday – but with an additional feature event on the weekend that will allow all M and O logged booked cars, whether racing or sports 
racing, to enter as a pair in a tag-team event.   

Tech tips 
As I always do, routinely every month when not being used for a while, I jump into the cars and press the brake pedal, clutch and do the things one 
would do when driving them, everything you can without actually starting the engine. Found 
the BT21C was making some strange noises from the front left caliper, so set about trying to 
identify what it was. Pulled the pads out and found the left hand side ones and especially the 
outer one, had worn unevenly with the outer edge more worn than the inner edge with the 
trailing edge a bit more worn than the leading one too. Now when one thinks about this sort of 
makes sense, the outer part of the disc is rotating a lot quicker than the inner part, maybe this 
is why more wear that way, and the exit (trailing) edge gets a lot hotter than the leading edge 
as the disc heats up. Anyway, the unevenness was causing the piston to cock over in the caliper 
cylinder to the point where it was definitely complaining. Stuck the pads in the mill and machined the surface flat and “presto” no more 
complaints. The right hand side wasn’t as bad but did that as well.  
Maybe as routine we should pull the pads and inspect and true them if need be – this is certainly something now on my preparation list.  Since 
writing this, I have become aware of a thread on TNF – where a lot of info on this subject is available, and a lot of great input by Paul Hamilton. 
Go to .. 
http://forums.autosport.com/index.php?s=85878fe018e034a96df70211f532b463&showtopic=106937 

Also some time ago I braced the caliper carrier for safety reason with a metal plate on the other side of 
the upright, as had been done many years ago on the BT6. Ever since then I have had these little tell tales 
of where the brake pad material globules hit the blue bodywork and you can see in the photo how it 
looks. Seems the metal plate is now directing airflow away from the wheel onto the bodywork, and the inertia of the globule carries it across the 
void to leave the witness mark where it hits ! The marks simply come off with your finger – or a rag. 
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Ever cut your finger whilst cutting a rubber hose. Recently found at Supercheap a simple 
hose cutter that was very inexpensive and does a terrific job. Around $6 it works a treat, 
except that it did give me a blood blister until I worked out how not to use it ! The texta 
writing is a reminder. 

 

Spoke to Henry Walker the other day, Henry has decided to hang up 

the helmet and put the Nalla up for sale. Henry has owned this car for 
some 10 years or so, and under the expert care of Michael Vigneron 

the car has been very reliable and terrific fun to drive. It is a quite 

complex front engine Group M car that most often gets invited to play 

with the other front engine racers, in Group L. Henry has been in the 
aviation industry all his life starting in the RAF on ground attack 

Hawker Hunters and some time on de Havilland Vampires as well. 

How many of us can remember the beautifully distinctive sound of a Vampire as it flew overhead. After 

leaving the RAF, Henry spent some time with Qantas but settled as a Captain with Cathay Pacific.        Contact Henry on 0418 454 686 

 

 

 
Henry in the Nalla at Eastern Creek, a Steve Koen photo. The car is for sale for $55,000 

Now here’s somewhere to have a family member or a mate try out what we take for granted for $30 !! 

 
COME AND TRY DAY SATURDAY 28 JANUARY 2012  

Saturday 28 January 2012 will be the second major CAMS NSW Come and Try Day hosted at Eastern Creek International Raceway.  
The focus of the event is on attracting new people to motor sport by giving them a taste of a few of the different disciplines available. The 
event is an ideal opportunity for anyone with a passion for motor sport to get involved and find out exactly how to get started.  
The CAMS NSW Come and Try Day is a great initiative aimed at promoting motor sport. The key disciplines involved include Supersprints, 
Motorkhana, and Motor Race, which will provide registrants with a firsthand opportunity to witness these disciplines and partake in the 
fundamental elements of Motorkhana and Supersprint.  
Additionally, the event will include informational tours on the duties and responsibilities of various officials, including the fire and 
recovery marshals, administration, stewards, the event secretary and the clerk of course.  
Four staggered groups will go through the different activities, with the activities running for approximately 3 and ½ hours. Morning and 
afternoon sessions are available. A car is the only requirement for you to participate in the Come and Try Day. If you already hold or have 
held a CAMS competitor or officials licence, then you are not able to participate in this day.  
The costs for participants will be $30, which will include insurance for the day.  
Bookings are required.  
For more information regarding the day contact:  
Daniel A. Milazzo Sport and Club Development Officer NSW  
Mob: 0458 979 381 Email: Daniel.milazzo@cams.com.au  

 

 

 



A note from Howard Blight about a little known aspect of the Tasman events at Warwick Farm in the 60s.  
 
It’s the little snippets of information like these that are lost forever if we don’t record them somehow. So thankyou Howard for sharing this with us. 
that Howard for sharing this with us. Howard, as he says, used to race the ex Lionel Ayes MGTC and has kindly sent a couple of photos of he and the 
car at Catalina just a few years ago. These days Howard is racing an Elfin 300 twincam supercharged and is the subject of the film clip taken at the 
Creek back in June from the camera on my Brabham BT21C where we had a bit of fun together      Howard writes :-. 
 

Over a Christmas drink (or two or three) Bruce Richardson, Ed Holly 
and I found ourselves chatting about the early 1960’s and the 
Tasman series. (the “old days”) 
 
I remember this period of my life as exciting as although I was on a 
very bare budget I was managing to race the ex Lionel Ayres MGTC. 
 I entered I think all the race meetings held at Warwick Farm for 
years but Mr Sykes found that my old girl was not up to the standard 
required of his race meetings and hence I always got a Dear John 
letter. 
Being a member of the Southern Sporting Car Club requests were 
received for officials. This allowed me to get involved if not race. 
I recall arriving at the track one year having a fire extinguisher placed 
in my hands with instruction to go to Pit Lane and watch for fires – 
especially fuel fires. 
 
If the drivers knew I had no idea how to operate an extinguisher and 
that I probably would run in the opposite direction I am sure they 

would have been horrified -  but standards were a little slack in those days. Garages were often 12foot x 12 tents set up on the grass with the water 
running through them on wet days. Cars were left out front for anyone to have a good look. In an Appendix J race a FJ Holden went of the track at 
the end of Pit Straight. There was no sand trap but there was some lovely slippery grass that led straight to an enormous roller used to roll the turf 
for the horses. The FJ stood no chance and was shortened to the firewall. When I think of those days I wonder that anyone survived. 
During the Tasman event there was a Cocktail Party held at the Tea House (this historic building is being knocked down as I write due to the 
development going on right now) at Randwick racecourse.  Like the meeting itself this was a relaxed affair. I spent the night there with Graham Hill 
and Jimmy Clark who were great blokes and not a bit stuck up. They appeared to be good friends themselves – certainly competitive behavior was 
not evident off the track. On the Sunday night they apparently gate crashed a BBQ put on by Peter Malloy for the mechanics at his then Villawood 
home. I understand they climbed in through a bedroom window to crash the mechanics only party. 
Jim Clarks death a short time later was very sad and for me was the end of an era. 
 

 
Dunlop corner, 1

st
 car Howard not sure, 2

nd
 car Kenny Rowe in his MGTC, Howard in his MGTC,     

  Lorraine Hill Lotus Super Seven and Gordon Monk in his Buchanan bodied MGTC. 

 



A note from Victoria Morris about a book written by Victoria Morris as follows. 
 
Dear Ed, 

Thoroughly enjoyed the latest newsletter – but very sorry I didn’t know fellow members were at the same race meetings in the UK! I was 
in a Mercedes on track the same time as the 1000 E Types at the Classic Silverstone Meeting – worse than the rush hour on the M25! We are in 
another class I know but Greg Snape flew over to race the GP V8 Kieft for me at VSCC Mallory ( I was signing drivers on for the Club). Bit of a 
shakedown for Goodwood and car finished last after gearbox stuck in top on lap 1! 

Goodwood was a great weekend for the Kieft team too, car ran perfectly and Greg finished 12
th

 when race was stopped due to a major 
accident when Hubert Fabri fell off in his Aston. 

I have the Kieft V8 de Soto at home here in OZ to use this summer, will take it to Philip Island in March. By the way, I published a book 
earlier in the year called ERA MAN, Historic Racing with WRG(Bill) Morris. Author Tim May. I know some of your members knew my husband and 
might be interested in a copy of the book. All profits are going to PSP and MND Charities. If I sent you a review of the book would you be able to 
include it in a Newsletter? It is available here through Tony Johns bookshop in Melbourne. 
With all good wishes, 
Victoria Morris 

Author: Tim May  
Publisher: Morris Publications  
 Available from david.kergon@btinternet.co m 
Tony Johns Motor Books johnst@netlink.com.au  
Price: £30 plus p&p UK £5, Europe £7, rest  
of the world £10. 
Hardback (9 by 7in.) 168 pages with 218 period b&w and colour illustrations 
ISBN: 0-9544340-0-5 

 
This is a complex, fascinating book. The author was an ERA enthusiast from boyhood, a longtime 

member of the ERA Club and editor of the ERA Newsletter. His biography of Bill Morris is the theme which 
runs through a comprehensive history of 50 years of historic racing, ERA history, the problems and 
practicalities of restoration and simply having fun. 

The very young Bill Morris and David Kergon repatriated ERA R12B, originally Prince Bira of 
Thailand’s Hanuman II, from what was then Rhodesia in 1962. The car and a load of spares cost £750, serious 
money for a pair of apprentices fifty years ago. An initial rebuild had the car running in VSCC and other 
events in 1963. A steep learning curve was assisted by numerous helpers at Lancaster Mews and advice and 

support from other ERA owners, almost all of whom tackled restoration, maintenance and race preparation themselves.  
May does a good job of disentangling the various ERAs which provide the timeline for the story. The first Morris car was R12B, with a 

beam front axle and 1.5 litre engine. This had started life in 1936 as a beam axle works car but was shortly converted to Porsche IFS and a Zoller 
blower and renumbered as R12C. In this form it was acquired by the Chula/Bira equipe and named Hanuman, a skilful and daring Thai  demi-god. 
Following a bad shunt at Rheims it was rebuilt on a spare beam axle chassis frame and logically reverted to the serial R12B. According to Prince 
Chula this was a new entity, Hanuman II. 

Happily, the Rhodesian spares cache included the original IFS chassis in not too badly damaged form. An heroic search for ERA spares 
found enough to reproduce the original Porsche IFS-equipped  R12C, which appeared at the 1982 VSCC Silverstone meeting. The overall result was 
two ERAs on their original chassis and correct engines; a minor philosophical issue is that both cars are entirely genuine, but had not previously 
existed simultaneously. 

As though two ERAs weren’t enough, a third appeared. Prince Bira’s first ERA, R2B Romulus, was recovered from the National Mo tor 
Museum by Princess Narisa and arrived with Morris for restoration. The car was basically sound and completely original but suffered from internal 
corrosion. By 1976 it was racing again.  

By way of a change Bill was later involved with the postwar E-type ERA, then owned by Gordon Chapman. Tim May points out that the E-
Type has had a bad press: significantly, careful preparation got the car running well and Bill achieved a personal ambition by getting the Zoller 
blower to work properly. 

Competition in just about everything from Austin Sevens  to front engined GP cars unifies the story, but this is not a tedious series of race 
reports lifted from the weeklies. Outstanding events are described in detail, with people, places and parties as important as the racing. Perhaps the 
most memorable was the historic event in Thailand organised by Narisa Chakrabongse, daughter of Chula and owner of Romulus. More significant 
in the long term was a series of events in Australia and New Zealand where Bill and Victoria Morris made a host of friends, f inally establishing a 
second home in Victoria. 

Long involvement in historic racing inevitably led to controversies. Bill and Jenks agreed to differ over whether Romulus should have been 
left as raced by Bira: Bill’s argument was that the car was steadily corroding and needed not so much restoration as rescue. He admits that an ultra-
competitive climate in the late 80s and early 90s led to ‘people getting up to all sorts of mischief’ with historic cars, and campaigned for 
authenticity as a member of the VSCC Committee. 

Of course there was more to life than ERAs. Bill Morris became the accepted expert on preselector gearboxes, providing spares and 
racing rebuilds and both he and his wife Victoria rode the best sort of Italian OHC motor bikes. This book makes only passing  mention of the great 
achievement of restoring the unique Formula 1 Kieft and its Coventry Climax V8 from collections of parts scattered round the country: the single 
seater now has a re-creation of the one-off de Soto engine sports-racing car for company. 

This well structured  personal story is also an important review of historic racing.  Photographs, period and modern, are outstanding and 
there is a good index.      

PS  (All profit from the book will go to the Progressive Supranuclear Palsy and Motor Neurone Disease Associations)  
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Groups M and O and friends to visit the Historic Aviation Historical Society. 

South of Sydney, there is an airport at Albion Park which in recent times has become home to a museum with one of the largest collections of 
yesterday’s aircraft in Australia. It is also the home of the famous Connie, which one of our own, is one of the pilots, I am speaking of Reg Darwell 
who has owned and raced Group M racing cars in the past. Normally the museum closes at 1530 each day, but for special occasions and Groups 
they will in fact stay open longer. With this in mind I have spoken to them and they are happy to allow us to visit them on Wednesday 18

th
 January 

2012 commencing at 1530 hours. The tour takes around 1 ½ hours to do and they will have tea and coffee available for a gold coin donation on 
arrival. The cost of entry is $15 adults, $25 family, $12 seniors, and $5 for children. They have asked if I can let them know approx numbers a week 
before. Albion Park is a very easy drive about 70km from Sutherland. I know there are a lot of us interested in old aircraft, so thought this might be 
an opportunity to get together and have a look at a similar society as ours but in aviation. If you are interested then let me know by email and we 
will take it from there. A great opportunity to take a HSRCA Club Registered car for an outing, Rick Marks has already OK’d this.

 



  

 

Reg Darwell in the Barker Peugeot – now flys the wonderful Connie 
 

  



Now for a couple of final reports from our Innocents abroad. 
 

 However it could be that they have now spent so much time with the non-innocents …. That that phrase may no 
longer apply.  
 
First report is from Bill Hemming … 
 
IMOLA     9

th
 September 2011   INNOCENTS ABROAD 

 
With 2 weeks between Charade and Imola, the Innocents took off in all different Directions. 

Kim and Dave visited The Schlumph Museum at Mulhouse to see the obscene collection of Bugattis. About 10,000 of them it appears. 
Each in French Blue and each indistinguishable from the one before. Actually that isn’t quite true. There is a terrific range of cars displayed apart 
from the Bugattis in magnificent surroundings. (It’s almost as impressive as the Elfin Heritage Centre in exotic Moorabbin). Then, with his Lotus 
now running all tickedy-boo, Kim’s Fiat  camper van CV joints went bye-byes. So it was off to his villa south of Florence to find a Fix-It-Again-
Tony.There they also learnt that, thanks to the meticulous servicing by previous Australian owners, the rear suspension had rusted solid. 

Both Dave and Kim were heartedly sick of each other by this stage and they begged Bill to take Dave for a couple of days. After checking 
the legalities in Italy about two consenting adult males sharing a bed, It was agreed (just a little bit too hastily by Dave) that Bill would pick him up 
and drive through to Imola. 

Roger took his Motorised Marsupial (and the humanised Margaret) to Lithuania to visit the lovely Sarah. Sarah is the full time Formula 
Junior Historic Association co-ordinator who does a sensational job organising events and entries for members of the FJHA throughout Europe. 
Apart from visits to most of the race meetings, she does it all via the internet from a remote village in remote Lithuania wh ere she moved with her 
husband. As President of the Australian Formula Junior Association, Roger thought it a good idea to curry favour with his European counterparts. 
(Curried Koala…now there’s an idea!) 

Needless to say, the good residents of the remote village had never seen the likes of a Roger. They thought it was such an event they 
closed the streets of the village down for the Koala to do a demonstration run. If only we had known, the other Innocents could have also gone and 
made a race of it! As it transpired, the Koala was unloaded for a photo opportunity and press conference in front of the inevitable village castle. 
The interview was conducted in Lithuanium with Sarah’s hubby, while Roger stood in the background with his trademark inane sm ile. We 
understand the term “village idiot” originated  from such occasions.  Apparently the visit and the long drive was declared by Roger as a “success”. 
Interestingly, after his visit, Sarah notified all FJHA members that she was pregnant. 

They then drove (and drove, and drove, and drove) south to Italy via visits to Auschwitz and Prague,  
In the meantime, Bill had arranged for a half hour practice session at Spa. The organisers of a (non Formula Junior) race meeting to be 

held the weekend following Spa agreed he could practice with the Formula 3’s and Formula Renaults in the “free practice” session usually held on 
the Thursday. To fill in the days, Bill drove to the Nurburgring to do some laps, but when he got there on the Tuesday, he was asked “Are you called 
Tony? Because you’re a day late”. Opel and Ferrari had booked out the entire, huge Nurburgring complex until Friday evening for corporate events. 
To avoid further disappointment, Bill booked a car and lap tickets for 4.30 pm on Friday after his negotiated Spa drive. He then drove back to Spa 
only to find that the pre-arranged practice session was not on Thursday, but was scheduled for 4.30 on Friday. Bugger! 

As luck would have, Thursday at Spa had been allocated to Lotus Racing for testing. With his usual tact and diplomacy, Bill chatted to the 
Lotus guys and showed them brochures on Elfin. “See they are just like Loti, only better”. To shut him up, the boss  of the day threw him the keys to 
a new Lotus Avora and told him to do 3 laps. Not bad! Back in the pits, the Boss told him to sit in the passenger seat while the British GT Champion 
showed what the car could really do. Once again, Bill was shown that he was right to aspire to the level of “average” as a dr iver. But what a way to 
experience Spa. And you simply have to experience Spa. A magnificent track. 
 Back to Nurburgring, Bill hopped into a tricked up Suzuki Swift and drove 4 brilliant laps of the Nordschleife circuit…along with every 
Porsche GT2, GT3 and Turbo ever sold. Porsche drivers apparently own Nurburgring, and the air within it. Again, it was sadly proved true, that the 
degree of regard for a magnificent machine is often in inverse proportion to the degree of regard for the bastards who own/dr ive them. In his 4 
laps, Bill saw 3 motorbikes lying down (one punted off by a Porsche) and 2 Porsches into walls. In this time of political correctness, the freedom to 
drive at the Nurburgring as fast as you want in whatever you want is a wonderful thing. 
  Spa and Nurburgring. Two boxes lovingly ticked by the slowest of the Innocents. 

On his way through Germany, Bill found himself in Hockenheim…better check out the circuit. There was a round of the German Touring 
Car Championship underway that weekend, so he went to the Racing Museum instead. After chatting to the curator (about Elfins) , when the guy 
realised Bill was Australian, he couldn’t be more friendly and helpful (ve haf many friends in New Zealand). So helpful, he rang his mate in Race 
Control and got Bill a lap as passenger in the AMG Pace Car! 
  There really is ein Gott im Himmell 
After Spa and Nurburgring, Hockenheim was a bit flat and featureless (think Queensland Raceway versus Bathurst), but was a good fast and tricky 
circuit. In any case, it was a fabulous and unexpected experience. 
 We all (even Tony) arrived at Imola by Friday morning. The organisation of the meeting was best described as “typical Italian” and the 
economic climate depleted the fields somewhat…there was only one Ferrari 250 SWB and only two Lola T70’s…but what a circuit! After paying 
homage to Ayrton Senna at his beautiful memorial site, we set up camp in the pits amidst a sudden violent storm. Tony’s jacket blew away, then 
Tony’s easy-up shelter blew away. So we had a drink. 
 When it stopped raining, the Polizia/Cabineri closed the streets and we drove through the city to scrutineering in the Imola town square. 
This wouldn’t happen in Australia! The Police all cheered and took photos as we drove past, and in the square, little old lad ies got off their 
pushbikes and thanked us for bringing our cars for them to see. The enthusiasm was best described as “typical Italian”.   

Saturday dawned fine and sunny for our free (only 130 Euros)  20 minute familiarisation practice. Fantastic! Best circuit yet! Five 
kilometres of adrenalin! 



 Two hours later we had official qualifying, where in a field of 27, Kim was again best Aussie with a P10 followed closely by Tony with P11, 
Roger P13 and Bill P15. 

After being ushered to Parc Ferme, we got a bollocking (in fluent Italian) for being 2 minutes late for the driver’s briefing  which was held 
in fluent Italian before a fight broke out between two Italian drivers over an incident the previous weekend. Brilliant! Eventually, the blue was 
broken up with lots of yelling and arm waving by the officials and the briefing declared over with none of us any  the wiser about anything. All 
briefings should be so exciting and informative. 

Two hours later we lined up for Race 1 over 25 minutes. We all had a good start and were having a wonderful race except for a  couple of 
incidents. Roger stripped the gearing on his camshaft which stopped his distributor which stopped his race. Bill got passed under yellow flags which 
lost him a class win by an Italian driver who knew the Italian system of ignoring yellows. Kim was just ahead of Tony until he crossed the line 
thinking the race was over one lap early and let Tony through for a P6, with Kim P7 and Bill P9. Roger was classified with P22 having completed 9 of 
the 12 laps. 

Back in the pits, Kim found multiple broken valve springs (apparently NOT from over revving according to Kim), so it was off with his 
head…again. The valves had been kissing the piston tops (also NOT from over revving). For Roger, it was an engine out…again. Although he 
managed to scrounge enough of the right bits from Tony and Bill, his weekend of racing was over. Tony and Bill looked on at all the activity, then 
they went and had a drink. 

Another fine day on Sunday saw us line up for Race 2, sans Roger and his robotic endangered species, in our original grid spots. Again we 
all got a good start until the Elfin developed a serious and sporadic miss (found later to be a loose terminal to the coil resistor) which meant nursing 
the car to finish, then Kim had a big spin (NOT from over revving) and again let Tony through to P7 with Kim finishing in P9 and Bill spluttering to 
P10.      A truly fabulous circuit. We loved it.  

Now off for a 2500 kms drive to Portimeo in the south of Portugal for our last event. We’ve got two weeks for a leisurely drive so will 
have time to try to find something interesting to see in some of the lesser known spots en route, like Monaco, Nice, St Tropez, Barcelona, Malaga, 
Gibralter and Seville. We sincerely trust we are not disappointed after being used to visiting charming Australian towns like Albury, Woolongong 
and Goondiwindi on our way to the meetings back home.    Ciau for now.   
 
 
Second report is also from Bill Hemming ….  
 
PORTIMAO   22

nd
 October 2011  

After the fabulous experience of Imola, Tony decided to rest for a few days in Italy before driving to Portugal to meet up for a rematch 
with his hot blind date from Goodwood. Portugal still has rabies, so she may not be able to bring her seeing-eye-dog with her. 

In keeping with the visually impaired theme, we saw the blind leading the blind with Bill helping Roger get his engine back together (with 
new cam) ready for the final meeting. 

Kim took his equipe (complete with bent valves) off to pick up Mrs Kim and spent his time while driving for several days, on the phone to 
England ordering yet more parts for another rebuild. Three organisations in the UK now have credit card terminals totally devoted to a Mr K 
Shearn. 

Roger and Bill decided to take the ferry from Genova to Barcelona, which saved them 1000 kms and a couple of days driving through the 
congested South of France. The ferry goes on to Algiers and more than two thirds of the vehicle cargo were Northern Africans with roof racks 
loaded more than 2 metres high with absolute crap. There were broken old push bikes, broken furniture, old tyres…we even counted about 50 
kitchen sinks. The drivers ranged from very seedy looking superannuated snake-charmers and mass murderers in absolutely clapped out vans, to 
beautifully dressed, bejewelled women in new Mercedes. But, in common, every vehicle was totally jam packed inside and on the roof racks and 
they all ran on the suspension bump stops. A quarter of the vans couldn’t make it up the ramp onto the boat and had to be towed by the tractors 
which the shipping line were obviously used to. A few suspensions collapsed before our eyes. Obviously, at Algiers, they simply roll down the ramp 
and when they stop, they set up a stall to sell their bits. Amazing. It was like one of those stupid emails come to l ife. 

Totally co-incidently, Kim, Roger and Bill finished up in a camping ground at the same time just outside Barcelona (Tony was obviously still 
preening himself elsewhere) where Margaret was celebrating a birthday. Spanish camp sites are full of feral cats. What we thought was Roger gift-
giving at 2 o’clock in the morning, was actually about 50 wild cats fighting a lone hedgehog. Lucky they didn’t catch sight o f the Koala!  After a day 
exploring beautiful Barcelona, we had an idyllic afternoon going for a dip in the Mediterranean then sitting on the beach sipping Sangrias. Except 
Dave who, just for a change, had a few beers. 

It’s a tough life, this motor racing. 
Going our separate ways from Barcelona to Portimao, Kim stopped over in Seville and had his trailer broken into losing tools, driving gear, 

Marie’s jewellery and God knows what else. Tragically, Kim lost his beautiful, period race bag in Lotus colours with a big Number 8 roundel. He can 
no longer pretend to be Jim Clark, even in his own mind. Roger also spent a few days in Seville, but with no mishaps. Bill jumped on a ferry to 
Algiers to see what happened to the roof rack loads. Sure enough, there were the stalls selling junk 100 metres from the ships’ dock. Tony stayed in 
Italy to preen and floss. 

Our last meeting of our magnificent adventure had a strange timetable. On top of the 720 Euro entry fee, we were offered four  “free” 
practice sessions on the Wednesdsay for “only” a further 500 Euros. Tony was the only one to take this up because he wanted  to impress Miss 
Goodwood when she arrived from the UK on the Friday. At least our entry fee included 4 nights at a 5 star hotel on the beach and free meals during 
the weekend. 
Everyone had a 20 minute orientation session early Thursday afternoon, with qualifying at 8.30am Friday morning, then nothing until our 1

st
 race at 

8.30am on Sunday. 
We had unknowingly saved the best til last. Our general consensus was THIS was the best track of our tour. Over 4 and a half klms of 

wildly undulating, fast, slow and deceptive corners and all of us were reaching over 200 kph on the straight. And the overall complex was 
outstanding. For a country on its financial knees, Portimao is a showcase. The pits, grandstands, podiums, briefing/meeting rooms, catering…even 
the swimming pool…were the best we had seen. 



In a field of 37 cars, qualifying was a bit mixed. Kim was best Aussie in P16, Bill followed spluttering in P21 with Tony who was obviously 
keeping himself neat in P25. The Koala was moulting with Roger in P26. Both Bill and Roger spent Friday attending to their misfiring engines. The 
Elfin was eventually fixed by trial and error and by Friday night, it had never sounded better. The Blinky Bill unfortunately, could not be cured, 
despite assistance from every expert and amateur available. 

Never mind. Friday afternoon was spent by everyone except Roger and Dave on a cruise along the gorgeous Algarve coast. The cruise was 
cut a bit short due to the swells that had some people looking as crook as the Koala. Friday night was a fantastic Beer and BBQ at the trackside 
swimming pool. 

Saturday was spent touring (except for Roger and Dave again) with drinks at a private villa, followed by a magnificent dinner at a local 
restaurant where all the Australians were graciously presented with a terrific plaque, each inscribed with the events we had attended. We were 
definitely made to feel appreciated. We, in turn, each gave a gracious response where we pretended we had actually had a good time over the last 
few months. 

Race day Sunday, it pissed down until 10 minutes before our race. Then on the formation lap, someone’s car spewed 10 litres of oil on a 
hairpin. This led to a 1 hour delay while officials made it worse by spraying detergent on the oil then tried to hose it off with water. The low lying 
hairpin became a lake with an oil slick. The clerk of course was called over to inspect things and actually slipped on his bum just walking on the 
track! But he decided it was not going to get any better so the race was started. 
Great fun, but not really racing. More a matter of staying on the black bit. Kim came in a very creditable 10

th
, with Bill in 16

th
 and Tony 22

nd
. Roger 

limped round in his now endeangered species to at least finish in P28. The Koala was finally declared cactus and was put down. 
The timing sheets were fantastically interesting, showing sector times and speeds. It made for intriguing studying to see that faster speed 

was not indicative of a faster sector time. 
Only three Aussies lined up for the last race in fine weather. Only one Aussie finished. 

Kim was flying until 2 laps from the end, his output shaft let go and his donut and his ego collapsed. 
Bill got up to 14

th
 and was having a lovely time until 3 laps from the end, his gear lever came off in his hand. “Not for the first time!” someone was 

heard to mutter. 
As usual Tony was late, even when it came to breaking down, and finished a strong 13

th
. He thought Miss Goodwood would be 

impressed, but she said “sorry, 13 is not your lucky number” and hopped on a plane back to the UK.  
Roger sat observing the race from the grandstand and gave us his unsolicited opinions on our driving abilities over a beer. 

On aggregate times over the 2 races, Kim scored 10
th

 overall and Bill scored a class win. Tony was tight lipped about whether he’d scored 
over the weekend, and Roger scored points from Margaret for cleaning his car. 

The best result was being able to pack our cars in virtually one piece for our trip home.  
Driving out of Portimao for the long trip to northern Spain to catch our ferry, the brilliant weather we had experienced for more than 90% 

of our time finally deserted us. A mini tornado hit the Algarve coast, tearing the roof off the airport and stranding many teams and tourists. But we 
drove through the rain to camp at the Bilboa docks on the Monday night ready for an early morning departure.  

Except Tony, who arrived 5 minutes before the boarding gates closed. He had got a little lost and had picked up a young local guy who 
was out jogging to show him the way. Or was he simply missing Miss Goodwood? 

Unfortunately, the wild weather made for a slightly uncomfortable 22 hour ferry trip. We all took a couple of Quells, except Dave who 
mistakenly swallowed 2 of Marie’s Hormone Replacement Treatment pills. On the plus side, Dave stopped drinking beer and swapped to rose, and 
Bill offered to sleep with him that night once the HRT took effect. 

We’ll send off a summary report once the cars are safe in the container. 
In the meantime, to quote from Roger’s speech at the Portimao dinner : “You know, none of us can really afford to be doing th is. But you 

simply have to! You’re a long time dead”     

 
3

rd
 report is from Tony Simmons .. 

Hi all,  
After the meeting at Imola, I stayed on in my hotel for a couple of  days before beginning the 2500 km trek to Portimao ,in the south of  

Portugal, for the final meeting of the tour. I had over a week to  cover the distance so it wasn't going to be too strenuous, barring any  vehicle 
problems. I drove from Imola down to the border crossing at  Menton, in the South of France, then to Bisgnoles , not far from the  tourist town of 
Aix-en-Provence, where I stayed for 2 days. I managed  to not have any dramas with trucks - by this time ,I was giving them a  wide berth. At one 
point, in Italy,I came up behind a car transporter  truck loaded up with new Lancias , which these days are effectively,  stylish, up-market Fiats. The 
rearmost car on the truck was a sexy  little coupe with a double bubble roof line and the name Zagato on the  rear body panel.  I own  a 1959 Fiat 
Abarth Zagato double bubble coupe, so this new Lancia tweaked my interest.  I searched the  internet to see if I could find more info ,but there was 
no mention of  of a new Lancia Zagato coupe. Bit of a mystery, but you heard about it  here first.......  

From Bisgnoles, I headed for Perpignan in the South west corner of  France.As I moved into the coastal area near Narbonne, the wind 
picked up and before long, the Transit ,with its huge side area, was getting  blown around quite violently, to the point where I dropped my 
cruising speed from 110 kph to less than 70 kph. If I had had the caravan on  behind, I probably would have stopped altogether. After  years of  
reading about the Mistral wind in my windsurfing days, I finally had a  chance to experience it.  Perpignan is a town populated by Rugby fans  and I 
figured that it would be a good place to watch the semi-finals  of the World Rugby Cup. It sure was - nobody was talking about anything else. 
Immediately the final whistle blew at the end of the  second semi-final on Sunday morning, I got on the road towards Spain,  only 20 or so 
kilometres away. A day later ,I crossed from Spain into  Portugal near Seville  and drove the relatively short distance to  Portimao in the Algarve 

region, right at the bottom of Portugal. I  arrived in the outskirts of Portimao on 
Tuesday afternoon and headed  straight out to the "Autodromo Internacional 
Algarve", which is nestled in a valley about 25 minutes' drive from the town centre. 
As you approach the circuit, the scale of the facility is impressive, to say the least. I 
cruised around, checking it out and getting my bearings before heading back into 
Portimao to find the competitors' hotel booked (and paid for!) by the Portuguese 
Tourist Office. It was a 5 star hotel, right on a beautiful beach - not too shabby at all.  

 



All the competitors for the meeting were staying in the hotel, so it  was great to meet up with new/old friends.   
 
Wednesday was set aside for those who were prepared to pay (heaps!)  for private practice. Having previously checked it  out  on You Tube,  I 
figured that the circuit was going to take a bit of learning, so I  took a deep breath and paid up for 4 x 25 minute sessions on the  circuit. First 
impressions were that there was a lot of blind flying  as you crested 6 blind crests per lap. That took a bit of sorting out, particularly on Turn 11 
,where the road turns right, then right again,  immediately you go over the crest. Luckily there were huge run-off areas everywhere. After the first 
session, I was trying to work out some sort of lap plan, which was a bit difficult as there were no really obvious markers around the circuit. As is 
always the way, it all gets easier with familiarity and so I used all the track time available and, by the end of the day, I was really enjoying the  circuit 
and  loved the swooping elevation changes and particularly the  (almost) flat in 4th, right hand Turn 16 sweeper down onto the main  straight. I had 
it as my target for Thursday to do this corner flat.To  do that would pay big dividends in lap times. Turn 11 continued to be  a challenge to get right, 
in fact, I didn't really feel happy with it  all meeting. I wasn't alone....Thursday was set aside for  scrutineering and a free practice session. I did a few 
laps in this  session, mainly concentrating on Turns 11 and 16. Didn't quite manage  T16 flat. The problem was clearly insufficient ticker in the 
guidance  system. My friend Jenny flew to Portugal from the UK and joined me in  Portimao on Thursday evening.Friday was qualifying day and I 
was in my car, ready to go as the allotted time for our qualifying session approached. I was  more or  less alongside Pierre Tonetti, the likely winner 
of the European   Junior Championship in the garages and when he moved down towards the  pit row exit onto the track, I went with him and we 
lined up 1st and  2nd facing the pit marshal with the green flag. When  
waved  onto the track, Pierre took off like a rocket and I found myself in 
an all out race to be second into the first corner. I managed to get there 
3rd, I hung with the 2nd guy for the first lap, but as we went into turn 16 
,the Brabham snapped sideways and I nearly lost it.  I didn't think that I 
was going fast enough for that to happen, then I realised that the guy I 
was following was laying down an oil slick to rival the Exxon Valdez. I 
finished the first lap in about 6th place - this was qualifying. It felt like the 
start of the Portuguese F1 GP!  . I decided that I probably wasn't going to 
get a worthwhile qualifying time given the condition of the track. People 
were spinning off all over the place, so I made a big mistake and came in. 
The guys who stayed out went quicker and quicker and ended up going as 
fast as they had on the clean track the day before. Duh! I was 25th on 
the grid. Kim was 16th, Bill 21st and Roger, who was trying to coax 
his motor to behave and perform, was 26th.  

We had no race scheduled for Saturday, but 2x 25 minute races 
on Sunday. I, and a surprising number of others, watched the World Cup 
Rugby final on TV in the competitors' cafeteria. On Saturday evening, 
many of the F Jr. Brigade were guests at a drinks party at Vern Williamson's beautiful villa, not far from Portimao. We then moved to a nearby 
restaurant for a superb meal to celebrate the end of the F. Jr. racing season. The 4 drivers in our little team were presented with plaques as 
mementos of our participation in the UK/ European races. This gave us an opportunity to thank all those who had made us feel so welcome 
through the season. All the people we met, whatever their nationality, were nothing but super-friendly and we made many good friends, some of 
whom indicated that they would be keen to come to Oz for the Tasman Revival Meeting and/or Phillip Island. 

 
 

 
Kim Shearn at Portimao. (Algarve) 



Sunday 23-10-11 , Race 1. We all went out for the warm up lap and straight away, it was obvious that there was oil being dumped on the track, 
especially at the hairpin, where a couple of cars had spun off into the gravel. The demon oil dropper from qualifying was back!! We finished the 

warm up lap and then sat on the grid for what seemed like an hour while the oil was cleaned up. Eventually we set off on a second warm up lap, to 
discover that the hairpin looked like an oily swimming pool. The marshals had apparently sprayed the oil with some  sort of detergent which didn't 

appear to work, so they hosed the whole  area down with water. The shape of the track at the hairpin formed a shallow bowl, which was full of 
black, oily water. It looked a lot worse than it turned out to be, but it trapped quite a few cars. I was  overly cautious on the oil and finished 22nd, 

Kim was a strong 10th,  Bill 16th and Roger 28th with a seriously misfiring motor which was still resisting all attempts at a cure. 
 
 Sunday - Race 2. The last race of the tour and, with a clean track  in front of us, we could have  have a go at last. I got a good start  and nailed quite 
a few cars before we got to the first tight corner. I  found myself behind the neat little Techno F3 "screamer"  of Michel  Renavand . I slipstreamed 
him on the long straight and passed him into Turn 1. He got me back into turn 3 and it went like this for 10 laps.  It was my best fun dice of the tour 
on the best circuit of the tour. Michel eventually shook me off when we lapped some traffic and finished about 5 seconds ahead.I finished 13th. 
The dreaded misfire finally stopped Roger's race. Bill's gear lever broke off and Kim headed for the pits with a broken drive shaft yoke and a 
doughnut which looked as if it wouldn't take one more gearchange before letting  go. 
 
After the race which finished at about 2pm, the cars were held, as is required for an FIA sanctioned event, in a parc ferme for about an  hour. As 
soon as I could, I retrieved the Brabham and loaded it into the Transit, Then, after saying farewell to Jenny, who was staying on  for an extra day ,I 
set course for Seville. We had to get cracking because, ,if we ere to keep to our plan to load the cars and  equipment into a 40ft container in the UK 
on Wednesday. we had to be  on the ferry from Bilbao ,in Northern Spain, to the UK, on Tuesday  morning, come what may.  Portimao to Bilbao is 
about an 11 hour drive and I guess that we were all crossing our fingers that our transporters would hang in and get us to Bilbao without  any hold 
ups.  Thankfully ,no problems and after a pleasant drive up through Spain, I  arrived at my hotel in Bilbao at about 5pm on Monday evening.then  
searched around the neighbourhood for a restaurant and ended up in a  Basque pizza place called Missisippi Joe's. The pizza wasn;t much good  -  
probably due to cultural confusion. I had difficulty in finding the ferry port next morning, but thanks  to the help of a local guy, out for his morning 
walk, who jumped up  into the Transit and guided me to the correct turn off, I arrived to board the ferry with 30 minutes to spare. 25 hours later 
we disembarked at Portsmouth and hightailed it up to High Wycombe, west of London, to load our cars and associated "stuff" into the container.  It 
was good to get all that done and we said our farewells to each other before going our separate ways. This was effectively the end of our 5 month 
odyssey, which had taken us to 4 countries and a total of 11 meetings, my side trips to Croft and Mallory Park included. 
 
Some reflections..... 
There were times when it was easy to get frustrated by our lack of  pace compared with the  (usually much younger!) locals, but we all  picked up 
our pace as we grew more accustomed to dealing with new circuits, at the rate of one every 2 weeks and the UK/European way of doing things. As 
time went on, we found ourselves gridding up closer to local guys (and girls)who were way ahead at the beginning of the   
tour. We joked about it, but it really was a priority to try and keep  our cars in one piece and so restraint was called for. This affected our pace to a 
certain extent. I ,for one, am really looking forward to getting back onto our familiar Oz circuits next year,I had a great run with my Brabham and 
,while I had a few issues  during practice and qualifying, I  finished every race I started on  the Tour, although at Goodwood, I was perhaps lucky to 
finish with a  collapsed wheel bearing. Keeping the car in good shape was sometimes a  struggle with meetings in some cases, in another country 
and only 4  days away, All tour, I was lucky to have excellent workshop facilities  available to me ,thanks to my good friend, John Arnold. It would 
have  been very difficult to cope without his assistance.My Transit van transporter worked really well and would cruise all  day at 70mph, with 
excellent fuel economy. It needed minor work on brakes and the cooling system to prepare it for the big mileages in Europe, but it never let me 
down in the 9,000 odd miles I did in it..  Because there were no windows into the back of the van, anyone looking  from the outside would not have 
had any idea of what the van contained  and I had no security problems. Between meetings, I used it as my daily driver. It is currently for sale in the 
UK. 
 
People have asked me which was my favourite circuit and I would give the gong to Portimao for its flowing, roller coaster nature. My least   
favourite circuit was Silverstone ,being flat and featureless and really hard to read from the low driving position in a Junior.I'm also frequently 
asked if I would do the tour again. The answer would be yes, but for maybe 3 months' maximum, with preferably an average of 2 weeks between 
meetings. I did the whole thing on my own and it would be much easier with a friend sharing the driving and general workload - someone to help 
keep me on time and avoid being late.....  
 
Some high points....  
Goodwood was undoubtedly the high point of the tour. It's exciting enough to go to Goodwood as a spectator, but to be  lucky enough to be 
invited to participate is something else. As competitors, the privileges are amazing. You have access to just about anywhere you want to go, meals, 
change rooms, showers, the Saturday  night Ball, the Cricket match, on and on it goes. The circuit is a  great one, only just missing out on my 
nomination as the best circuit  on the Tour. The number of Aussies and Kiwis who stopped by at our paddock spot to say G'day was amazing. A  
Goodwood official told me  that around 3% of all attendees at Goodwood are either Aussies or  Kiwis. That translates to over 4,000 antipodeans! 
Another high point among many was the scrutineering/sign on session in the town square at Imola. They ran several of these sessions through the 
afternoon and I was lucky enough to be in one at around 6pm. By this time ,the crowds in the streets and in the square had built up  and the 
atmosphere was amazing. We drove our race cars the 2km approx  from the circuit to the town square along the town streets with police  blocking 
off the side roads and it seemed that you could drive as fast  as you liked within reason. Lots of revs were good. What a buzz! There were 
thousands in the ancient town square and the scene was just like  those old black and white photos  of the start of the Mille Miglia in  the 50's . 
Being Italians, their enthusiasm for the cars was totally infectious and it was a wonderful event to be part of. 
There was a high point at the Goodwood competitors' practice day on  the Wednesday in the week before the actual meeting. My Goodwood  
mentor from the week before, Mark Hales, was there to test the Ferrari  250GTO belonging to  Nick Mason of Pink Floyd fame. In the last session of 
the day, I was out on the circuit in my little Brabham and  I thought that I was the only car out there. As I approached the fast corner known as St 
Mary's, I saw a flash in my rear vision mirror and all of a sudden the mirror was chock full of 250GTO Ferrari, with Mr Hales hard at work, obviously 



keen to get past me. I waved him through and enjoyed the sight and sound of this most beautiful of cars being expertly driven on an almost 
deserted track. Pure magic for a car nut.  Mark and his co driver, one Martin Brundle, scored a closesecond spot in the GT race at the Revival 
meeting, 10 or so days later. 
 
Some low points-  
Only two really. For me probably the most disappointing thing was my drive shaft breakage as I lined up for the  first practice session at Brands 
Hatch. There was no chance of fixing the damage at the circuit and so I have yet to do my first lap of  Brands. A shame as all drivers rate Brands 
highly. I also missed the  Oulton Park Gold Cup meeting , choosing instead to overhaul the  Brabham prior to Goodwood . Just means  Ithat I'll have 
to go back,  doesn't it? 
 
See, still a bit jet lagged and making plans already........ 
 
Tony Simmons     Sydney     11/11/11 

 Update on Tom Tweedie at the Sydney Telstra 500. 

  

TOM TWEEDIE’S QUEST to finish inside the top ten of the Fujitsu V8 
Supercar series in his rookie season came to naught at the weekend 
– but the Sydneysider is already looking towards 2012.  
 
Tweedie is cultivating options for next season – that at this stage look 
to between a revitalised Development series campaign or a switch to 
the Porsche City Index Carrera Cup – despite the disappointment of 
not even getting to start a race at the Sydney Telstra 500.  
 
Tweedie clipped a kerb on his third lap of qualifying that resulted in 
his MW Motorsport Falcon launching across the circuit and wide into 
the unforgiving concrete barrier on the outside of the track.  
 
The team was unable to repair the car due to a shortage of parts – the 
replacement differential having already been utilised on team-mate 
Tim Blanchard’s car the week prior – and the necessity to ‘weld’ the 
broken engine mounts that the team was hesitant to do.  
 
As such Tweedie was unable to improve on 11

th
 in the championship and failed to start either race.  

 
"It's has been a huge learning year in the Fujitsu V8 Supercar Championship and feel we did a good job in one of the 
oldest cars in the category,” Tweedie said.  "After watching the main game race on Sunday I don't feel so guilty about 
my mistake which lead to me hitting the wall, as many other did the same in this most demanding and narrow street 
circuit. Next year I have some very good options in Fujitsu Series and Porsche Carrera Cup which are both exciting 
prospects. It’s been a learning year, this season, and I don’t regret that at all.” 
 
Tweedie explained that his motivations for next year were to get in either competitive machinery, or a competitive 
category with a level playing field.   
 
The V8 Development series has rapidly grown to become the domain of main-game teams and machinery, meaning if 
you don’t have an alliance with a V8 Supercar championship team being competitive is difficult.  
 
"I don't want to make up the numbers next year in Fujistu in an uncompetitive car so I'll either be aligned with a main 
series team or I won’t waste my time,” Tweedie said.  "Carrera Cup is a great category and the cars are even – it’s a 
category based on driver ability more than the machinery.  
 
"Either way, I want to give myself the best opportunity to win next year. This year has been very testing as a driver 
as I've always been at the front of every category I've raced To be driving just a hard and struggling for top 10 isn't a 
lot of fun!" 

 
Tom Tweedie would like to thank the ongoing support from Team Tom supporters’ club members, sponsors, friends 
and family for their ongoing support throughout 2011.  

Tom Tweedie is supported by Race Fit, Tizzana Vineyards and Palm Trans. 

For more information about Tom head to www.tomtweedie.com 

 
  

  

 

 
Photo: Tom Tweedie (leading) will decide his plans for 
2012 after a rough end to the Fujitsu series this year.   

    

 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=0&act=11111&c=304122&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tomtweedie.com
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=0&act=11111&c=304122&destination=http://media.race-torque.com/clients/tweedie/11/23aug1.jpg


Last minute news … 
 
Announced in the latest HSRCA newsletter  
 

 
 
Wakefield Park 25/26 February2012  – because M and O are missing out on being invited to Phillip Island, that is with 
the exception of Formula Junior’s who will have the 1st round of their Championship there, the HSRCA is keen to 
accommodate our cars with a added incentive. One idea being floated is for an M and O event that incorporates a team 
component. Maybe something like a tag team, where there are 2 cars and a sash is carried the race distance by 1 car on 
the track at any one time. Then to make it really interesting, it’s not the first past the post that wins, but the teams that 
shows greatest consistencies over a predetermined number of laps each. Somewhere around 20 laps as a bonus to the 
normal events is envisaged. The event would be open to both racing and sports racing cars and as only 1 team car is on 
the track at any one time then a double grid density field could be accommodated. And if you have a mate with a M or O  
sports-racer, then you could team up with them !  Hamilton and Brunninghausen would make a good double for 
instance. 
 
Finally I would like to thank everyone that has supported the M and O Racing fraternity over the year. We can’t go racing 
without the help of all our volunteers, I couldn’t put this newsletter together without the support of the wonderful 
photographers we have and there would be nothing to write about if none of us competed. Thanks also to the many 
contributors who help put this all together. 
 
Have a great Christmas and New Year everyone. 
 
Ed 
 

 
2012 sees the next running of the Tasman Revival – photo of the Tasman cup 1964 to mid 1970s 


